


Comments and Questions
At the end of the teaching



So teach us to 
number our days, 
That we may gain 
a heart of wisdom



Intentional   
transition

not adolescence
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1-4
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--- For God did not call us to 
uncleanness, but holiness.  

Therefore 
he who rejects this 

does not reject man, 
but God, 

who has also given us 
His Holy Spirit. 
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1 Cor 4:15    

For though you may have 
ten thousand 

instructors in Christ,   
yet 

you do not have 
Many fathers
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Listen to counsel and 
receive instruction, That 
you may be wise in your 

latter days
Prov 19:20



There was a man who had four sons.  
He wanted them to understand wise judgment.  

So he sent them each, in turn, on a quest
to look at a pear tree 

that was a great distance away



The first son went in the winter, 
the second in the spring,
the third in summer  
the youngest in the fall



When they had all gone and returned,  
he called them together to describe 
what they had seen.



The first son said that the tree 
was ugly, bent, and twisted.    

The second said 
No, it was covered with green buds 

And full of promise



The third son disagreed; 
It was laden with blossoms that smelled so sweet, 

looked so graceful and was simply beautiful.

The last son disagreed with all of them; It was ripe,
drooping with  fruit, full of life and fulfillment.



Father then explained that 
they each were right

but had seen but one season 
in the tree's life….



…. and you cannot judge a tree or 
a person by only one season.  

That the essence of who they 
are, the fulfillment, joy and love 
that come from that life will only 

fully be realized when all the 
seasons  are completed.



Without this vision you will miss 
– the  promise of your spring 

– the beauty of your summer 
– the color of your fall

– the fulfillment of your winter



Don't judge life by one difficult season 

or                                  
let it rob the joy of all the rest. 



Brokenness is accepting   
God’s healing 
for our wounds

and…



Healed Men Heal Others



Care deeply for the heart of your  wife.



Bless her with your words of 
appreciation and approval



Lead her 
with the humility 

that comes by walking 
humbly with your   LORD



Reject passivity

Everyone who competes in the games    
1 Cor 9:25            goes into strict training



Accept responsibility

They do it to get a crown 
that will not last; 
we do it to get a crown 
that will last forever

1 Cor 9:25 



Lead courageously

Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I 
do not fight like a man beating the air.  No, I beat 
my body and make it my slave                  1 Cor 9:26



Expect 
God’s greater reward

...so that after I have preached to 
others, I myself will 

not be disqualified 
for the prize     

1 Cor 9:27



Go!

1 Cor 16:13-14

Be on the alert, 
stand firm in the faith, 
act like men, be strong 

and all that you do, 
let it be done in love. 
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